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Philosophy of teaching music: 
All people have a natural ability to be musical.  By speaking they prove that they have the innate ability to 

use rhythm and pitch, the ingredients of music.  Anyone who enjoys listening to music would enhance 

their listening experience by learning to play an instrument. 

 

My goal as a music teacher is to provide inspiration and technical instruction to play music, especially in 

an ensemble setting.  The tools students need to reach that end include learning chord shapes, right hand 

techniques, ear training, and basic theory of melody, harmony, and song structure.   I try to let students' 

musical tastes determine the songs or tunes, using their choices to inspire them to practice and improve.  

My first lesson usually starts with the question, “What do you like to listen to and what has inspired you 

to want to play?” Usually, the student can pinpoint the moment they heard something, for example, Doc 

Watson’s Black Mountain Rag.   

 

Ensemble playing is one of my passions.  I love to jam and love the interaction which occurs among 

musicians at a jam.  I emphasize jamming and, from the 1
st
 lesson, provide tools to play with others. I’m 

the author of Ten Rules for Jamming which was renamed The Ten Jammandments published in 

Bluegrass Unlimited and Bluegrass Now.  I recently did a Google search on the Ten Jammandments and 

found that it has been used by folk clubs around the world (Czech Republic, India, and Australia, for 

example).  There are hundreds of different links to these rules which I put together in 1995. 

 

Playing Experience:   
I’ve played professionally for over 30 years.   I currently play in a duo with my wife, Alice Boyle as the 

Dire Ducks, (direducks.webs.com) .  We play Irish, Scottish, and French Canadiansession music as well 

as and Appalachian Old Time.  Also, I play with the contra dance band STEAM! 

(dancetosteam.webs.com). Please listen to live-recorded clips and videos our our websites. 

 

Before moving to Manhattan, KS, I lived for a year in London, ON and a year in Vancouver, BC.  While 

in London, I played a few bookings with Shane Cook (www.shanecook.com), the only person to have 

ever won the Canadian National and the US Fiddle contests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prior to moving to London, I lived in Grand Colorado from 1980-2010 and I played and recorded with 

five different bands ranging from Bluegrass to Irish.  I was a founding member of the Defiance String 

Band with John Sommers (author of the John Denver hit “Thank God I’m a Country Boy”) and  also 

played with the Crowlin Ferlies (Irish music in Aspen, CO), Big Timbre (Bluegrass), 5
th
 Reel (Contra 

Dance), & Wing & a Prayer (eclectic family band).  With these bands, I have played as the opening act 

for Ralph Stanley, Ricky Skaggs, and at major festivals (2000 plus people) throughout western Colorado. 

 

Recordings:  
Big Timbre Live at the Radio Room 

Defiance String Band Waiting for the Train 

Crowlin’ Ferlies Live at Steve’s Guitars 

and other recording sessions for hire 

 

Teaching Experience: 
I have taught banjo, guitar, bodhran, mandolin and harmonica in a variety of styles, teaching roughly 100 

students since the '80's.  I teach:   

Banjo- I teach 3-finger Scruggs bluegrass style and Appalachian Old Time music played in the 

clawhammer (frailing) style.  This involves multiple different tunings of the 5 string banjo.  

Guitar- Bluegrass, Irish (alternate tuning), Contra dance fiddle tunes, flat picking, finger picking, folk 

accompaniment.  Also I can teach some blues basics and basic chord substitutions. 

Mandolin- basic rhythm chop and fiddle tune flat pick techniques. 

Theory- Although lots of great music has been played by those who don’t understand any music theory, 

some people remember their lessons when they have a music theory frame of reference. 

Bodhran- The Irish drum is an amazingly simple instrument that is easily learned.  It is a powerful 

rhythm instrument when used sparingly and appropriately. 

Harmonica- Melodic straight harp is mostly what I teach with a bit of cross harp for the blues. 

 

References: 
Suzanne Frank.  I taught for the past 8 months out of Suzanne’s studio in London, ON.  I rented a room 

from her and she can attest to my punctuality and professionalism.  suzanne@suzannefrank.ca 

 

Dwight Erickson.  I taught out of Dwight’s music store in the 1980’s and 1990’s.  The store is Back Porch 

Music in Grand Junction, Colorado. info@bpmmusic.com 

 

Jason Nelson, Chapman, KS.  I was one of Jason’s guitar instructors when he was about 15 years old.  He 

won the National Mandolin Championship several years later and was a finalist in the National 

Flatpicking Contest Winfield, KS.   

 

Shane Cook.  Amazing Ontario fiddler who I have had the pleasure of accompanying for a few bookings.  

shanecook@odyssey.on.ca 

 

 
 

 


